
Manitou Springs Matters  

Spring 2008 

A quarterly publication of the Manitou Springs Economic Development Council 

Attention Manitou Springs Business Owners! 

Let 80829.com Work for You! 
 

If you are a Manitou Springs business owner, go 

to www.80829.com and boost your sales! Log on 

and update your information—consider offering 

a coupon that visitors can download and bring 

to your place of business. 80829.com is an  

excellent tool to drive customers to you! 
 

Join us for the 2nd Annual Banner Debut 

and Celebration of Phase 4! 
   Downtown Manitou Springs will be THE place to 

bring the kids on Saturday, May 17. Bright and early at 

8:00 a.m., a pancake breakfast will be 

served near Old Tyme Photography. 

Carnevale‟s giant 

puppets will make 

an appearance for a 

post-Mardi Gras 

sidewalk parade.  

   Street performers 

will be everywhere, 

spreading music, 

theater and art throughout the town, 

and the face painting experts will be 

in residence at Retro Moto, ready to 

transform you into walking art. 

   The highlight of the day will be 

when the streetlamp banners de-

signed by Manitou Springs stu-

dents are unveiled, providing 

their own contribution to the 

Phase 4 improvements. 

   Come out for the festivities, 

help us set the tone for Summer 

and kick off another season of 

history, art and nature coming together in this unique 

place that is like no other!  

Maintaining the Momentum 

Needs Investment Now! 
   For the past six years, the EDC has worked to achieve 

goals for Manitou Springs that cities twenty times our size 

have been unable to bring to fruition, moving Manitou 

Springs forward from a “scruffy little mountain town” de-

pendent upon tourism to a year „round destination city 

known for its culture, beauty, spirituality and unique offer-

ings. 

   Successes include: the six-phase downtown revitalization 

effort, which included 5 million in transportation funds; the 

establishment of the Business Improvement District; the 

identification and creation of a development zone on the 

East end of Manitou Springs; beautification and restoration 

projects and the garnering of Federal dollars for drinking 

water improvement. 

   The current situation is simple, critical and urgent: while 

the costs of living and doing business have increased, the 

yearly budget of the EDC has not kept pace accordingly. In 

order for the Economic Development Council to continue 

realizing its directive of fostering the growth of business in 

Manitou Springs, financial support must be both immediate 

and decisive. 

   The EDC has been the impetus for the growth of many 

Manitou businesses through programs that have allowed 

them to thrive and prosper. Many of the EDC‟s initiatives 

are ongoing; now is not the time to lose momentum! The 

need to continue the good work is more crucial than ever.  

   Investing in the future of the Economic Development 

Council benefits everyone in Manitou Springs—businesses, 

homeowners, children and visitors. If you are a business 

owner, making a financial contribution to the EDC is a 

sound business proposition. Ensuring the success of the 

EDC ensures the success of Manitou Springs. 

   There are numerous ways to make a contribution to the 

EDC: 

¶ Become an investor in the EDC today. Any investment, 

large or small, is a significant contribution to the future 

of Manitou Springs. 

¶ Contribute to the EDC programs through the El Paso 

County Enterprise Zone. A minimum $250 investment 

is required. Checks should be made to the El Paso 

County Enterprise Zone. 

 

For more information, to make a contribution or to become 

a member of the EDC, contact Kitty Clemens at 685-9741. 
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One of the many reasons people live in Manitou Springs is that 

it is such a pet-friendly place. Many businesses have dog biscuits 

on hand to give to shoppers‟ canine companions. Café owners know 

the names of patron‟s pets who accompany their owners every day 

for the daily java run. It‟s fun to watch them play in the parks. Hav-

ing dogs (and the occasional parrot or llama) in downtown Manitou 

Springs adds to the easygoing, friendly, approachable atmosphere 

that defines the town. In this happy vision of harmony, there‟s just 

one downside: downtown dwellers that 

refuse to pick up after their pets.  

Never mind the millions of dollars 

and manpower hours spent on revitali-

zation efforts in downtown Manitou 

Springs that have yielded results both 

physically and fiscally rewarding. Im-

proved roads, landscaping that is aes-

thetically pleasing and enhanced infra-

structures are benefits that will con-

tinue to promote Manitou for decades to come. It all means nothing 

when you can‟t see the landscaping for the dog droppings. And 

although street clean up processes are in place, lately it‟s been diffi-

cult to keep up with the level of production by Manitou‟s dogs. 

And let‟s not ignore the inherent health hazards. According to 

one scientific journal, a single gram of dog waste can contain 23 

million fecal coliform bacteria. Want more? Another daunting sta-

tistic points out that 3.6 billion pounds of dog waste per year is pro-

duced in the United States alone, equaling 800 football fields, one 

foot high. Approximately 50 million registered dogs in the United 

States produce more than 5,000 tons of waste daily. When the drop-

pings aren‟t picked up by owners, the risk is present for them to be 

washed into storm drains, creating a pollution and health hazard 

that many people would prefer not to consider. 

In Manitou Springs, city ordinances are on the books that fine 

owners who do not pick up after their pets. In spite of the presence 

of pick up bag dispensers placed in convenient locations in the 

parks and in town, some owners still persist in shirking their duty 

when their dogs do theirs. As the city begins to crack down on these 

offenders with stiff fines, Manitouans and tourists alike will once 

again be able to safely walk the streets of downtown Manitou 

Springs and appreciate the unblemished beauty of this little moun-

tain town. Won‟t that be nice? 

 

The Central Manitou Springs  

Business Improvement District 
 

Our Missi o n : The Central Manitou Springs Business 

Improvement District is the product of strong business, 

government and community collaboration. Merchants in 

the district will work together to insure a long-term goal 

of a clean, safe, vibrant visitor destination area reflec-

tive of its historic heritage that is attractive and welcom-

ing to both visitors and residents, and contributes to the 

economic prosperity of Manitou Springs. 

Objectives : 

1. Grow sales per square foot within the district. 

2. Improve the experience of coming to Manitou 

Springs through effective, clean and safe programs. 

3. Diversify the marketing mix. 

4. Provide leadership for the advancement of downtown 

interests. 

BID Bo ar d o f Direct o rs  

President 

Susan Wolbrueck  

 

Secretary 

Farley McDonough 

 

Treasurer 

Jack Johns 

 

Board 

Vacancy 

Term expires May 2010 

Bud Ford 

Term expires May 2010 

Chuck Englund 

Term expires May 2010 

Jessie Cormany 

Term expires May 2010 

Kitty Clemens, EDC Director 

5th Annual Taste of Manitou  
A Celebration of  

Colorado Cuisine and Wine  
The date has been set for the 5th Annual Taste of 

Manitou! Join us on October 10, 2008, for an 

evening of decadent indulgences in the best that 

Manitou Springs has to offer in culinary exper-

tise and fruits of the vine. Event Chair Karen Cullen assures that this 

event is not to be missed! Sponsorships are still available and keep in 

mind that Taste of Manitou traditionally sells out! Call 685-9741 if 

you have an interest in sponsorship for 2008. 



Park It!  
 

In the summer of 2007, Dennis Burns, Vice President 

of Parking Planning, of Carl Walker Engineering, worked 

with Parking Project Steering Committee members, stake-

holders from 15 Manitou Springs‟ organizations and the 

general public to identify workable options to the parking 

problem. After extensive research, site assessments of pri-

vate and public parking spaces and interviews, Burns rec-

ommended that a new organizational structure for parking 

management be implemented that would include the crea-

tion of one centralized parking authority. This organization 

would manage a citywide approach to managing all park-

ing functions. 

On-street parking, off-street parking lots, enforcement 

of parking regulations and the development of new facili-

ties are a few of the responsibilities that the new organiza-

tion would manage. Burns also recommended that a full-

time professional be hired who would oversee the pro-

gram.  

With the goal of creating one central parking authority 

that will work economically and efficiently in tandem with 

all the stakeholders‟ needs, Manitou Springs citizens are 

being asked to go to www.manitouspringsahead.com, click 

on Parking Plan and sign the letter that will show your sup-

port for the new Parking Plan. For more information, con-

tact Kitty Clemens, Director of the EDC, at 685-9741. 

The Manitou Springs  

Economic Development Council 

 

Our Missi o n: Created by the City of Manitou Springs 

and the Metropolitan Parking District, the Economic 

Development Council was formed to address all busi-

ness-related issues. Based on the belief that successful 

economic development blends long-term initiatives 

and immediate  

actions, the EDC works to form partnerships that make 

both types of economic development come to fruition. 

 

Objectives :  

1. Facilitate downtown development efforts. 

2. Work with citizens and elected officials to  

develop a long-range plan for growth while  

preserving and enhancing the quality of life for resi-

dents. 

3. Identify opportunities for new emerging  

industries to grow year-round business activity. 

4. Nurture the “Creative Class” population  

segment. 

5. Grow EDC volunteer and investor support. 

6. Utilize creative concepts without fear of  

failure: nothing ventured, nothing gained. 

 
Manit o u Springs Ec o n om ic Devel o pment  

Council Board  

Director  
Kitty Clemens  

 

Chairman 
Rev. David Hunting (City) 

Term expires March 2009 

 

Treasurer: 
Tim Haas (City) 

Term expires March 2009 

 

Secretary 

Dianne Maze 

 

Board: 

David Symonds (Metro) 

Term expires March 2008 

Rachel Buller (City) 

Term expires March 2009 

Spencer Wren (City) 

Term expires March 2010 

Paul York (Metro) 

Term expires March 2010 

 

Updated Shopping & Dining District Map 

Posted in Wichita Parking Lot 
  

   The color-coded map located at the Wichita parking 

lot is in the process of being updated and printed as a 

brochure guide. Shops and dining establishments have 

been added. The new map will be printed before June. 

To purchase a coupon on the map, contact Kitty Clem-

ens at kitty@clemens.com or call 685-9741. 

http://www.manitouspringsahead.com


Economic Development Council 
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Phase 4 Construction Underway 
 

   KEC International, a world-

wide power transmission engi-

neering, procurement and con-

struction company, recently 

won the construction contract 

Phase 4 of the downtown  

revitalization effort. During 

this phase, the power lines will be transferred underground.  

   Go to www.manitouspringsahead.com for minutes and agen-

das of the twice-monthly meetings, held on the second and 

fourth Thursdays, 10 a.m. in the City Council chambers. You 

may also go to the website, click on the hardhat and register to 

receive updated schedules and monthly progress reports.  

 Economic Development Council News 
 

   Careful and thoughtful planning remains in focus for the 

Economic Development Council. After a series of public 

meetings to review the recommendation of the Carl 

Walker Parking Study, the EDC is now preparing to pre-

sent to the City Council a recommendation for the estab-

lishment of a city-wide Parking Authority that will man-

age and maintain all present and future needs for both 

business and residential concerns. Legal language is cur-

rently being crafted to insure this new entity will be com-

pliant and operative within our community. A large meas-

ure of momentum has been realized toward addressing the 

long-standing parking problems this town has faced. A 

better day for both local and visiting patrons to Manitou 

Springs is just ahead. 

   New businesses continue to be attracted to the unique 

and renewed character of Manitou Springs. Along with 

tried and true business persons who have been supportive 

over the years, sales tax revenues are presently up. The 

decisions made in the past to move ahead with the future 

are netting positive results for all. 

    The Economic Development Council is supported in 

part by financial contributions from the wider community. 

Both individual and business investments help insure that 

the work remains viable and forward-looking, but contin-

ued financial support is critical if the EDC is going to be 

able to make Manitou‟s vision a reality. You can become 

a vital part of Manitou Springs‟ success story and revitali-

zation efforts by becoming a benefactor. Visit our website 

at www.manitouspringsahead.com to read about our on-

going activities. Here‟s looking forward to a good sum-

mer in this great place in which we all live, work and 

grow together. 

David L. Hunting 

Board Chair, EDC  

   Plans for the 2008 Farmer‟s Market Festival are underway! Booth 

spaces are being sold now: go to www.80829.com to reserve yours. 

BID members pay a $35 one-time fee; non-members must be ap-

proved by the Market managers to avoid duplication of products 

already available in the downtown corridor.  

   The BID is also on the hunt for a theme for this year‟s t-shirt. T-

shirts from the last two years are considered collectible. Farmer‟s 

Market volunteers receive a free one. Email your suggestions to 

market@80829.com. The winner will receive $100 in BID bucks 

that can be redeemed at the Farmer‟s Market. Volunteers are also 

needed for the 2008 season. Call Kitty at 685-9741 for more infor-

mation. 


